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GLUTTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Hnnual  IReport 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

For  the  Year  ending:  31st  December,  1907. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report. 

The  Death  rate  is  13*4  per  1,000,  a slight  decrease  on  that  of  last  year,  which  was 

i3'9. 

The  Birth  rate  is  29  8 per  1,000,  a satisfactory  increase  on  that  of  last  year,  which 
was  24’6 

Infectious  diseases  have  again  fallen,  being  51  against  64  in  1906. 

Zymotic  Mortality  is  1*14  per  1,000,  a slight  increase,  but  still  very  low. 

Infantile  Mortality  is  78 ’8  per  t,ooo,  a slight  increase  on  that  of  last  year,  which 
was  7 r . I . 

These  figures,  I have  pleasure  in  stating,  are  again  very  satisfactory,  and  compare 
favourably  with  other  rural  districts. 

General  Health.  This  has  been  very  good  throughout  the  year. 


School  Closures. 

School. 

Date. 

Cause  of  Closure. 

GLUTTON  

4 Weeks  from  11th  February 

Whooping  Cough. 

BISHOP  SUTTON  ... 

3 „ 

„ 8th  April 

COMPTON  MAPTTN... 

4 „ 

„ 25th  November 

Measles. 

House  to  House  Visitation. — Considerable  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year. 
19  Parishes  have  now  been  systematical!}^  visited,  and  steps  taken  to  correct  defects  found. 
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Dairies  and  Cow-sheds. — By  request  of  the  Local  Government  Board  the  whole  district 
has  been  gone  carefully  over^  and  all  premises  that  came  under  the  Act  have  been 
registered,  and  steps  taken  to  correct  deficiencies  found. 

This  matter  has  entailed  an  enormous  amount  of  work,  and  I wish  to  express  my 
thanks  to  your  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  care  and  promptitude  that  he  has  exercised. 

Area  of  District. — 41,313  Acres. 

Population — Census  iqor  (on  which  I have  made  my  calculations,  as  it  has  been  for 
statistical  purposes  practically  stationary  for  many  years),  16,599. 

Geology — New  red  sandstone  on  the  West.  Coal  measures  on  the  East. 

Occupation— KgxiCMhmdX  (chiefly  Dairy  Farming)  and  Coal  Mining. 

Births. 

Total  number,  495.  Ratio  per  1,000,  29*8. 

No.  I District — Camerton,  Farrington  Gurney,  Ston  Easton  and  Chilcompton  ...  96. 

No.  2 District — Paulton,  Chelwood,  High  Littleton,  Timsbury  and  Farmborough....  188. 

No.  3 District — Chew  Magna,  Chew  Stoke,  Stowey,  Norton  Malreward,  Stanton 

Drew  and  Publow  ....  ....  ...  ....  ....  no. 

No.  4 District — Hinton  Blewitt,  East  and  West  Harptree,  Compton  Martin, 

Clutton,  Ubley,  Nempnett,  Widcombe  and  Litton  ....  loi. 

Dea.ths. 

Total  number  (Registered  in  District),  223  ; Ratio  per  1,000,  i3'4. 

No.  I District,  36.  No.  3 District,  35. 

No.  2 District,  78.  No.  4 District,  74. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths,  272. 

Zymotic  Mortality. 

Calculated  on  the  7 principal  Zymotic  diseases. 

Whooping  Cough,  14;  Diphtheria,  2 ; Diarrhoea,  3. 

The  Death  rate  being  1-14  per  1,000. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Of  495  children  born,  39  died  under  i year  old,  giving  an  Infantile  Death  rate  of  78-8  per 

1 ,000. 

Water  Supply. 

The  scheme  for  the  supply  of  Paulton  and  10  other  Parishes  is  well  in  hand,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  it  will  be  completed  during  the  coming  year. 

CHEW  MAGNA. 

The  Council  have  again  carefully  considered  this  matter;  they  decided  to  refer  it  to 
a specially  summoned  meeting  of  the  ratepayers  of  the  parishes  concerned,  viz.  : Chew 
Magna  and  Bishop  Sutton.  The  meeting  was  held,  and  a large  majority  were  against  any 
water  scheme  being  undertaken.  The  Council  therefore  decided  to  take  no  action. 

Sewage,  Drainage  and  Excrement  Disposal. 

The  means  of  disposal  are  mainly  by  cess-pit,  privy  midden,  and  pail  closets.  Every 
effort  is  made  to  keep  these  in  as  sanitary  a condition  as  possible. 

Prevalence  of  Disease- 

Under  the  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  Act,  51  cases  were  notified  to  me 
during  the  year. 

Diphtheria,  12  Erysipelas,  16 

Scarlet  Fever,  20  Enteric  Fever,  2 

Puerperal  Fever,  i. 

Repeated  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  in  each  case,  and  free  distribution  of 
disinfectants ; instructions  of  parents  ; notification  to  School  teachers  ; and,  when 
necessary,  inspection  of  Schools,  and  exclusion  from  School  of  children  likely  to  spread 
disease  are  the  only  means  at  my  disposal  to  check  the  spread  of  epidemic  disease,  and 
these  have  been  very  thoroughly  carried  out. 

The  notified  cases  have  been  few  during  the  year,  and  in  no  case  have  they  assumed 
epidemic  proportions.  They  do  not  call  for  special  comment. 
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No  particular  district  was  specially  infected. 

Diphtheria.  Scarlet  Fever. 

3 13 


Erysipelas. 


No.  I District 
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Two  deaths  occurred  from  Diphtheria. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

14  deaths  occurred,  7 of  which  were  under  i year  old. 

PHTHISIS. 

5 deaths. 

CANCER. 

12  deaths. 


Enteric  Fever. 

I 


BRONCHITIS. 

15  deaths,  6 of  them  over  65  years. 

PNEUMONIA. 

12  deaths,  2 over  65  years. 

HEART  DISEASE. 

25  deaths,  12  over  65  years. 

Isolation  Hospital. 

There  is  none. 

Housing  of  Working  Class. 

Insufficient  and  defective  in  many  parts  of  the  district. 


Disinfection. 

We  have  no  apparatus.  Formaline  and  Sulphur  fumigation  is  used.  Izal  is  freely 
distributed. 


Factory  and  Workshops  A.ct, 

Factories,  Workshops,  and  Out-workers’  premises  have  been  regularly  visited  and 
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inspected.  They  have,  on  the  whole,  been  found  satisfactory.  No  important  defects  have 
been  discovered.  Particular  attention  is  paid  to  lime  washing  and  ventilation. 

No  case  of  overcrowding  has  been  found. 

Registers  are  kept,  and  a detailed  report  sent  to  the  Home  Office. 

The  prescribed  forms  for  Outworkers  are  supplied  by  the  Council. 

Bakehouses. 

No  underground.  All  Bakehouses  have  been  inspected  and  found  in  good  condition, 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  Council  are  taking  steps  to  carry  out  the  Act. 

A new  Register  has  been  formed  during  the  year,  and  will  be  carefully  kept  up  to  date. 

Milk  Shops. 

Have  been  inspected.  No  defects  have  been  discovered.  Attention  is  paid  to  the 
maintenance  of  general  cleanliness. 

Bye-Laws. 

Not  adopted. 

Inspector  ol  Nuisances. 

Appointment  remains  as  last  year.  His  report  accompanies  this. 

R, 


20th  February^  1908 


H.  BREW. 
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